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2a. Interlude #1 

Spoken: Winning money through gambling stirs certain emotions in us and changes us in unexpected ways. We look now at Ivan Dmitritch, a middle-class man who lived with his
 family on a good income and was very well satisfied with his lot, one  day sitting down after supper with his wife he begins reading the newspaper.
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he passed his finger downwards along the column of numbers.
no further than the second line from the top, his eye was caught 
by the figure 9,499! Unable to believe his eyes, he hurriedly 
dropped the paper on his knees without looking to see the number 
of the ticket, 
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Looking at his wife, Ivan Dmitritch gave a broad, senseless smile, 
like a baby when a bright object is shown it. His wife smiled too;
 it was as pleasant to her as to him that he only mentioned the series, 
and did not try to find out the number of the winning ticket. 
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The husband and wife began laughing and staring at one another in silence.
 The possibility of winning bewildered them; they could not have said, could
 not have dreamed, what they both needed that seventy-five thousand for, what
 they would buy, where they would go. They thought only of the figures 9,499 
and 75,000 and pictured them in their imagination, while somehow they could 
not think of the happiness itself which was so possible.

f

f

F

F

f

∑

∑

‰ J

œ
œœ

b ˘

‰
J
œœœ#
˘

Œ
œ. œb .

œ.

3

Ó
œb
>

œ
>

œ
>

Œ
3

œ Ó .

Œ J
œ-

‰ Ó

œ
.œ œ œb . œ. œ. œ.

œb œ

3 3

j
œb ‰ j

œb
‰ Œ ‰

j
œn

œ

¿ œ

o

œ
Œ ‰ j

œ

F

F

∑

∑

‰
J

œ
œœb

b ˘

‰
J

œ
œ
œ

n ˘

‰
J

œ
œœn

˘

‰
J

œ
œœ

# ˘

‰ j
œb
fl

Œ ‰ j
œn
fl

Œ

j
œ
fl

‰ Œ j
œ#
fl

‰ Œ

‰ . R
œb >

J
œ

‰ Œ J
œ-

‰

œb œ œ œb œ ⋲ œn ˘ œn
J

œ

‰

j
œ

œ œ ‰
j

œ ‰
j

œb ‰

¿ œ

o

œ
‰

œ

¿ œ

o

‰

~~~~
G

lis
s.

~ ~ ~
G

li
ss

.

4



÷

÷

&

&

&

?

?

?

÷

Actr. 1

Actr. 2

Gtr. 

Trmpt.

F.h.

Trmb.

Vc.

C. b.

Drms.

48

∑

∑

‰ J
œœ#
˘

‰ J
œœ
˘

‰
J

œ
œœ

˘

‰
J

œœ
œ

nb
˘

Ó ‰
œ
fl

‰ œ
fl

Ó ‰
œ#
fl

‰ œb

fl

Ó œ
˘

‰ œb
˘

‰

œ. œ. .œ.
œ. œ.

.œ. œ œ œ ⋲ œ̆

j
œ#

‰ œ œb
j

œ ‰
J
œb ‰

œ
œ

¿

œ

œ

o

œ
œ ⋲ œ

jete´

Ivan Dmitritch, holding the paper in his hand, 
walked several times from corner to corner, 
and only when he had recovered from the
 first impression began dreaming a little.
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And if we have won,--- why, it will be a new life, it will be a transformation! The ticket is 
yours, but if it were mine I should, first of all, of course,spend twenty-five thousand on real property 
in the shape of an estate; ten thousand on immediate expenses, new furnishing . . . 
travelling . . . paying debts, and so on. . . . The other forty thousand I would put in the bank and get interest on it."
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 And pictures came crowding on their imagination, each more gracious and poetical than the last. And in all these pictures they 
saw themselves well-fed, serene, healthy, felt warm, even hot! 
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what if she really did go abroad? It is pleasant to travel alone,
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She would ride in the train with a multitude of parcels, baskets, and bags; 
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 At the stations I would continually have  to run for boiling water,
 bread and butter. . . . She wouldn't have dinner because of its
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The lottery ticket is hers, not mine! Besides, what is the use 
of her going abroad?What does she want there? She 
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 Of course, all that is silly nonsense, but . . . why should she go abroad? What would she make of it?
 And yet she would go, of course. . . .I can fancy. . . . In reality it is all one to her, 
whether it is Naples or Klin. She would only be in my way. I should be dependent upon her. I 
can fancy how, like a regular woman, she will lock the money up as soon as she gets it. . . . She 
will look after her relations and grudge me every farthing.
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And he looked at his wife, not with a smile now, but with hatred. She glanced at him too, and also with hatred and 
anger. She had her own daydreams, her own plans, her own reflections; she understood perfectly well what her 
husband's dreams were. She knew who would be the first to try to grab her winnings."It's very nice making 
daydreams at other people's expense!" is what her eyes expressed. "No, don't you dare!"
Her husband understood her look; hatred began stirring again in his breast, and in order to annoy his wife he 
glanced quickly, to spite her at the fourth page on the newspaper and read out triumphantly:
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number 46! Not 26!
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Hatred and hope both disappeared at once, and it began immediately to seem to Ivan 
Dmitritch and his wife that their rooms were dark and small and low-pitched, that the supper 
they had been eating was not doing them good, but Lying heavy on their stomachs, that the 
evenings were long and wearisome. . . .
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Damnation take my 
soul entirely! 
I shall go and 
hang myself on
 the first tree!
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